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The idea for this International Busi-
ness Guide was born in December 2000
in Frankfurt{Germany during a meeting of
the Practice Group International Taxation
of Geneva Group International. As the lec-
tures held and discussions led had become
more and more sophisticated over the
years and the number of regular and visit-
ing members in the practice group reached
150 people, we strongly felt that we needed
to create a vehicle showing our clients, po-
tential clients, netwerk and cooperation
partners the potential of the members of
this practice group to assist them with na-
tional and cross-border tax issues all over
the world. The result is this book which |
am proud to introduce to you now.

As global business keeps growing, the
need for infermation about other countries
becomes more and more important. We,
as tax experts, are convinced that this book
will be a useful and professional guide in
tax and business matters for those decision
makers who are doing business abroad or
intending to do so. We have tried to pro-
vide you with up-to-date key information
you should know when engaging abroad.
All articles are limited to a readable vol-
ume. Details and updates can be obtained
from the authors themselves (contact data:
see articles or profiles).

Part 1 provides you with interesting
general tax aspects when doing business
abroad. In Part 2 country profiles of 42
countries are intreduced in a clearly struc-
tured form, providing you with basic and
insider knowledge for doing business in
these countries. In case you need more de-
tails, please feel free to contact the authars
directly.

In the Annex a Double Taxation Treaty

Preface

Matrix provides you with an overview of
double taxation treaties between all coun-
tries presented in this guide. Another table
provides you with an update of recent tax
information exchange agreements. Last
but not least the tax matrix and the holding
company matrix allow to detect major tax
differences between various countries at a
glance.

| would like to give special thanks to
Dr. Robert D'Alessandro, whose task force
within our practice group developed the
structure and the first template for the
“doing business in" part. Thanks as well
to Astrid Rechel-Gétz for her commitment
to the whole project and to Annika Marina
Mentel for the great job done in coordinat-
ing the many authors. Furthermore, thanks
to Graham Busch, vice-chairman of our
practice group, who was a fantastic spar-
ring partner in all technical tax and linguis-
tic questions, and last but not least to the
sponsars Comnér Bank and Bank Alpinum,
who helped to finance this book.

Many thanks also to all experts who
have contributed to this Business Guide.
| have a strong belief that this group of
committed tax experts is ready to help mul-
tinational clients with tax matters all over
the world. Mot all mid-sized multinational
groups like to employ their own top-class
tax department or engage the very large law
or audit firms. With local presence in more
than 80 countries we are an alternative to
be reckoned with.

July 2010 Frankfurt am Main/Germary
Ofiver Blernat, Chairman

Practice Group International Taxation
Geneva Group International
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Germany

Facts about Germany

Area: 357,003 km? Currency: Eurc
Population: 82 000,000 Business Hours: 2am-gpm

Officlal Languages: German

Public/Matlonal Holidays:
Jan. 1: New Year s Day » Jan. &: Epiphany » Flexible: Good Friday » Flexible: Easter-Monday
May 1: Labour Day » Flexible: Ascension Day « Flexible: Whit Monday
Flexible: Corpus Christi » Oct. 3: German Unity Day » Oct. 31: Reformation Day or
Mow. 1: All Saints «» Dec. 25: Christmas Day « Dec. 26: St Stephen‘s Day

Information provided by:

Benefitax GmbH » Oliver Biernat » Frankfurt a. Main f Germany » o.biernati@benefitax.de
Benefitax CmbH » Martin Thieslauk » Frankfurt a. Main [ Germany » m.thieslauk @benefitac.de
Jakoby Dr. Baumhof « Brigitte Jakoby « Rothenburg o.d. Tauber{ Germany
brigitte.jakoby @jakoby-baumheof.de
Munkert & Partner GbR » Klaus Kispert » Muremberg/ Germany k.kues pert@munkert.de
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